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Mr Roosevelt and the Tariff,

There has been of late some vague dis-
cusgion of the President’s more intimate
attitude toward the guestion of revising
the Dingley schedules, The most inter-

| thing he wanted—everything which the

| was at all points worthy of it.

esting opinion developed was that which
imputed to Mr. RoosgveELT a determina-
tion to effect a thorough revision of the !
tariff during the remainder of his term of
office and to do it upon a plan charae-
teristically and peculiarly his own

The President thinks that all tariff re-
vision which contemplates a general and
comprehengive schedule is eriminal folly,
The mere announcement. of an intention
to deal with the subject produces incip-
iant. commercial paralysis. 1t upsets
all stability in business and entails wholly
unnecessary and even destructive penal-
ties. Uncertainty is the deadliest enemy
of trade,

President RoosSEVELT is credited with
the belief that if certain itema or elemen- |
tary groups in the schedules are taken
and dealt with singlv, and with the dis-
tinet provision at the outset that the
revision shall become operative only after
a reasonable period has been allowed |
to the industry or trade which is affected |
by Lhe change in which to adjust itself
to the new conditions, a sensible and |
satisfactory reform can be instituted
without any of the business disturbanve
and dislocation which the whole country
8o justly dreads. We must say that this
project, if a project it be, impresses us
a8 being founded in the most wholesowme
CcoOmmon sense.

It is conceivable that Mr. ROOSEVELT
has the influence and the power to re-
strict the undue activities of the Con-
gress by the firm and effective stipula-
tion that any measure which exceeds a
certain well defined scope will receive
hisveto. Inthis way it would be possible
to deal rationally, chapter by chapter,
with the whole subject, and produce
neither alarm nor disturbance. Once
an industry or a trade is aware that the
tariff under which it operates is to be
reduced, but that time is to be allowed
for the maturing of existing contracts
and the consumption of material on hand,
that industry or trade is relieved of all
uncertainty and apprehension and can
not only view the proposed change
calmly, but can cooperate to produce the
best results.

We should look upon such a move on
Mr. ROOSEVELT'S part with the warmest
approval, and we believe that feeling
would be shared by evervy important
interest in the country. A change in the
existing tariff is inevitable. The all
important thing is how it shall be effected.
If as heretofore, then five vears of
wretched and wholly gratuitous trouble,
anxiety and misfortune. If by a new
party coming into power and inspired by
the kind of doctrines that have clothed
the winds of late vears, tlien more yvears
of worse misery and tenfold misfortune.

It seems more than possible that the
President could bring such a reform
about if he addressed himself to it.
T'nless he does so there will be no such
reform until there is a change of Gov-
ernment. The whole force of initiative
rests with the President. The Republi-
can party is absolutely incapable of
initiative, and if Mr. ROOSEVELT once
started on the proposition he would have
the whole country behind him as even
he has not yet had it.

May we hope that the agitation which
ascribes this beneficent aetiwity to the
President does not err? If it is true, it
implies that the next two years will be
“fraught with the greatest blessings that
could be conferred upon this people,

Two Estimates by High Authority.

Yesterday Secretary RooT was re-
ported as saying at Cincinnati that the
Panama Canal “would be built in ten
years.”

Yesterday in the Century Magazine for
December there appeared a very inter-
esting article on the Panama Canal by
Necretary TAFr, in which he says: “The
time required for the construction of the
lock canal is about eight years.”

There is not necessarily any conflict
between the estimates of these eminent
authorities. Perhaps Mr. TArr reckons
his eight yvears from the present time,
while Mr. RooTr's ten vears begin in 1804,
when work was actually inaugurated
under American control,

In that case Mr. Roor's ten years and
Mr. Tafr's eight vears would end alike
in the vear 1914, not a vear too soon for |
the needs of the world’'s commerce in !
peace or this republic's =afely
of war.
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Same Old Story From Peary

Mr. PEARY, on his way home from the |
polar régions, is preceded by the usual |
vanguard of scandal and recrimination.
It seems to be an inevitable concomitant
o1 Sred Arctic explorations that the !
sworld must be shocked and grieved by
tales of needless suffering anl accusa-
tions of triminal neglect and iolly.  Al-
though \hey are invariably begun in,an |
ostentation of confidence that *“this
time” the mistakes of the Bast have been
thoroughly forestalled, they as invariably |
end in failure after a repetition of nearly
every blunder that has crowded chronicle l
with tragedy

On the occasion of PEARY'S last de-
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| on at the usual rates, and that the ves-

| will have it all to do over again.

| cause they allege that by making any

| parties that the working population must

| tent and restlessness are to be allayed

| ened to the fact some years ago, and he

| the Liberals that the necessity of con-
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last succeeded in collecting the idesl
equipment for his task. He had been
furnished with every agency he asked
for. His preparations covered every
conceivable emergency and contem-
plated every possible vicissitude. Ex-
perience had done its perfect work. For
the first time in his adventurous career
he had been provided with a vessel ex-
actly suited to the purpose. He had
fitted it, down to the minutest detail, with
an enlightened knowledge, an almost
superhuman prevision. He had every-

liveliest imagination, informed by pray-
erful thought and the moset prolonged
personal observation, could suggest. And
if the material aspect of the expedition
was flawless, as he averred it was, it re-
mained to say only that the personnel
And so
on. He had the perfect machinery of
exploration, and, more than any living
man, he knew exaotly how to utilize it.
The Pole? Why, he would make it his
flagstaff, his hat rack—anything you
please.

Now PEARY comes limping back in a
crippled ship, with a resentful and dis-
gusted crew. He tells us he has gone so
many miles further than anybody else
as to make a laughing stock of NANSEN
and all the rest of them., We gather,
moreover, that he intends to lecture later

sel's wounds and dislocations are to be
exhibited to a curious multitude like the
Two Faced Lady and the Human Fly,
Further along we may have it proved to
us that PrArY's “dash” has discovered
some great scientific seorets of incalcula-
ble value to the human race. Further
along, also, we may hear something of
interest from the hired men of the party,
In all respectas at present visible, how=
ever, the country at large will perceive in
this last expedition nothing that differs
materially from its predecessors. Mr,
PEARY may have advanced a little be-
vond the others, but that advance has
been abandoned, and the next explorer

Will 0ld Age Be Pensioned in Enge-
land?

In view of declarations made last week
by Sir HENRY CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN,
the Prime Minister, and Mr. ASQUITH,
C‘hancellor of the Exchequer, there seems
to be no doubt that the Liberal Govern-
ment. is determined to drive an Old Age
Pension bill through the House of Com-
mons before dissolving the present Par-
liament. Replying to a deputation of
members of the lower house, the Premier
announced that the matter of old age
pensions would be taken up as soon as
time and money should permit. Inas-
much as objection on the score of a lack
of funds would naturally be pressed most,
strongly by the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, the same deputation regarded
as peculiarly encouraging Mr. ASQUITH'S
assurante that nothing was nearer his
heart than the desire to submit a financial
plan for such pensions. He agded that
the Ministry deemed the question one of
extreme urgency.

There are moral and tactical reasons
why the expediency of taking up the
matter of pensions for superannuated
workmen should commend itself to the
Liberal Government at this time. To
glance at the reasons in their order, it
is evident that England cannot much
longer afford to lag far behind Germany
as regards consideration for that large
section of the population which wears
itself out in the service of capital. She
cannot afford much longer to legislate
on the egoistic principle taken for granted
in the query: “Am I my brother's
keeper’” Especially would an attitude
of indifference be inopportune just now,
when the remarkable results of Bis-
MARCK'S pension legislation have been
given to the world on the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the formulation of his
programme. The intention embodied in
that programme was, it will be recalled,
that the State should systematically
assist working people by accident, iliness
and old age insurance,

Now it appears from the statistics pub-
lished this month that no less a sum than
$555,000,000 has been paid out in Ger-
many during the last twenty years for
illness; $232,000,000 for accidents, and
$13,500,000 for old age. If the last amount
seems comparatively small, we should
bear in mind that the great majority of
the workmen insured have not yet
reached the age limit at which pensions
begin. If from the total expenditure we
turn to the number of beneficiaries, we
find that since the pension acts became
operative, two decades ago, no fewer
than 60,000,000 persons have profited by
BisMARCK'S legislation. Of course, the
Socialists criticise these results, partly
because in their opinion much more
might be accomplished, and partly be-

move at all in this direction the old
Chancellor tried to steal their thunder.
Unbiassed onlookers, on the other hand,
recognize the tranquillizing service ren-
dered to the nation by the pension legis-
lation, and credit it with being the prin-
cipal cause of the measure of content-
ment with which the working population
of Germany bears the grievous burden of
conscription

In England recent events have made
it plain to leaders of the old political

be reckoned with, and that if its discon-

they must take a leaf from BISMARCK'S
book. Mr. JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN awak-

is personally committed to old age pen-
sions, while other conspicuous Unionists
liave said that they would not oppose
pension legislation but for the strain to
which they feared it would subject the
imperial exchequer. It is, however, to

ciliating the working people of Great
Britain by substantial and impressive
concessions has been brought directly
home by the unexpected and severe re-
verse which they encountered the other
day at the municipal elections, not only
in Greater London, but all over England.
The reverse means that the Liberala must
postpone a dissolution of Parliament
until they can appeal to the electors on
an issue more relevant and telling than
the Education bill, which only the Prot-
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An Old Age Pension bill would be more
popular with the toiling masses of the
British people than any other bill that
could be framed. Fapecially would this
be the case if Prime Minister BANNERMAN
should carry out his expressed intention
of proposing a law freed from the con-
tributory feature of the Bismarckian
schéme, to which German workmen have
objected on account of the inquisitorial
machinery involved.

Obviously, the establishment of old
age pensions in Great Britain would give
a notable impetus to the agitation for
similar legislation in France and else-
where.

State Power Over the OCholce of
Senators.

We obeerve that a question has arisen
in New Jersey as to whether Governor
SToKES can lawfully be chosen a Senator
of the United States to succeed JOHN F.
DRYDEN, whose term expires on March 4,
1907. It seems to be supposed by some
persons that the Governor is ineligible
for the United States Senate by reason
of the following provision which is con-
tained in the Constitution of the State
of New Jersey:

* No member of Congress or person holding an
ofice under the United States or this State shall
exercise the ofMce of Governor, and In case the
Governor or person administering the government
shall accept any office under the United States or
the State, his oMoe of Governor shall thereupon
be vacant, Nor shall he be elected by the Legisia-
ture to any office under the Government of this
State or of the 'nited States during the term for
which he shall have been elocted Governor.”

The view that any State can prescribe

the qnalifications of a member of the

United States Senate is erroneous in
law. Those qualifications are fixed by
the Federal Constitution. Inthat instru-
ment it i8 provided that the Senate of
the United States “shall be composed of
twe Senators for each State, chosen by
the Legislature thereof for six years;
and each Senator shall have one vote.”
The Federal Constitution further pro-
vides as follows: “No person shall be a
Senator who shall not have attained the
age of thirty vears and been nine years
a citizen of the United States, and who
shall not when elected be an inhabitant
of that State for which he shall be
chosen.”

These provisions are exclusive, and no
matter what any State may enact either
in its Constitution or its statutes in
regard to the eligibility of any person
for the Senate it can have ne effect to
invalidate his title to the office, provided
he possesses the qualifieations specified
in the Féderal Constitution and is chosen
by the Legislature of his State.

The Constitution of New York contains
a provision which is even more rigorous
in its terms than that which exists in
New Jersey designed to prohibit the
acceptance of civil appointments. It is
in these words:

* No member of the Legislatire sha!l receive any
civil appointment within this State, or the Senate
of the Unilted States, from the Governor, the Gove
ernor and Senate, or from the Legislature, or from
any city government, during the time for which
be shall have been elected: and all such appoint-
ments and all votes given for any such member for
any such ofMice or appuintment shall be vold,”

Notwithstanding the stringent lan-
guage of this prohibition its inefficacy to
prevent the election of a member of the
Legislature to the Senate has repeatedly
been recognized by lawvers, and it has
been disregarded in the Legislature itself;
notably in the case of JOHN (. JACOBS,
who, while a State Senator from Kings
county, received the vote of his party
in the Legislature as a candidate for the
Senate of the United States,

In this respect Senators of the United
States stand in a different position from
electors for President and Vice-Presi-
dent. The latter, under the Federal
Constitution, are to be appointed by each
State “in such manner as the Legislature
thereof may direct.” This provision
leaves the Legislature at liberty to regu-
late the choice of electors in any manner
it may see fit, and hence to impose such
restrictions upon the method of appoint-
ment as may seem desirable. Thus the
electors may be appointed by a popular
vote of the whole State or by districts,
or even by the Governor if the people of
any State deem it wise to delegate to
him the power of appointment,

As we have indicated, however, the
States possess no power to restrict their
Legislatures in the choice of Senators of
the United States by requiring any guali-
fications for the office beyond those pre-
scribed in the Federal Constitution.

It follows that if the Legislature of
New Jersey really wants to send Gov-
ernor STOKES to the Senate at Washing-
ton in place of JouN F, DRYDEN there is
no legal obstacle which can prevent it
from doing 8o, Any assertion to the con-
trary is based upon ignorance of the law,

Reformed Modern Gypsies,

The reputation or want of reputation
of the gypsies has been notorious for
centuries. Much of their romantic
charm, aside from their fortunate old

‘habit of wandering, their curious lingos

and their superstitions and tales, must
be due to their supposed freedom from
many humdrum restraints and moral
and legal conventions. In the courts
and the novels they have fared hardly;
and their dangerous Egyptian wicked-
ness has always roused and stirred the
hair of respectability. Anarticle by A. T,
SINCLAIR, a Massachusetts lawyer, in the
Journal of American Folk-Lore makes
the dweller in gypsy tents with Borrow
or GROOME or CHARLES GODFREY LEg-
LAND stare and gasp; and Sir WALTER
Scorr might find his conoeption of the
incorrigible Bohemians profuundlv modi-
fied by it.

In short, Mr. SINCLAIR'S gypsies are
altogether better than they should be,
He has spoken American gypsy for
twenty-five years. He talks Hungarian
gypsy. He has long studied the habits
of Oriental gypsies. By training and
observation he has made himself a com-
petent witness on the subject. Thisis
the man who shatters another innocent
illusion. He admits that the gypsies are
sharp witted. They have to be to keep
alive in a world which has never been
too indulgent. Travel and experience
of life are their university. They keep
their eves and ears open. There are no
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they behave themselves well.” In Amer-
ica and Eupope “the gypsy women are
always chaste.”

Do the gypsies steal children? Popu-
lar superstition and melodrama say Yes.
Mr. SINCLAIR says No:

“AN the gypsiey In the vielnity of Boston know
me as ‘Lawyer’ SINOLAIR, and for many yoars T
have been consulted by them whem In trouble,
There have been & good many cases when children
were lost and the gypsies wore suspeoted of kid-
napping them. Often their camps have been
searched and they have been subjected o0 much
annoyance and trouble. In no cass, however, has
1t been found to be true that they had taken any
ohlidren,

One case, 1 rememtibr, excited great interest in
the newspapers at the time It occurred. A WriLrin
McOORMICK disappeared in Boston, and bis loss
was heralded all over the country in large head-
lines by the newspapers. Finally two Russian
gypsy girls were arrested in Washington, D. O.,
for stealing him. A plece of paper was found In
the possession of one with the name of GERTRUDS,
his sister, written on 1t. This was photographed
and sent to her, and she asserted most positiyely
1t was her handwriting which she had written the
evening he disappeared. A Boston detective was
sent to Washington. The two girls were kept
under arrest for many days and subjected to a
rigld cross-examination, a8 was the whole gypsy
camp. Finally 1t was discovered thas these gyp-
sles had never had or seen the boy. The popular
superstition that gypsies steal childrea bad ex-
clited so much the Imaginations of the boy's rela-
tives and the public that they all were deluded by
foolish suspleions,

“The question has been one | bave considered
carefully for over twenty-five yvears, and I have
made very maay inquiries, but T have never even
heard of a case where gypsies have ever sto.en a
single child. One good reason for discrediting
any such bellef was once expressed to me by a
shrewd old gypsy woman: ‘We have children enough
of our own, more than we can take care of!"

“Agaln, they know there is the popular bellef,
and that théy and their camps will be at once
searched If a child 1s lost. They have often told
me so, and say they are not such fools as to steal
anything when ‘the stolen property could be found
on them.'"”

Nor do they steal anything else. They
know their reputation. They know
that they would be suspected and
searched. It saves trouble and money
to be honest. “Here in America the
gypsies boast that not one gypsy h
ever been sent to jail”; and neither dis-
trict attorneys nor policemen can con-
tradict the boast.

“The moral standard of the gypsies,”
writes Mr. SINCLAIR, “must have vastly
improved, if one-half that is written
about them in books is true.” The
moral standard of the community has
vastly improved, but were those tales
true? Must it be admitted that the
Kypsies never were as bad as they were
painted; that they were only a little
browner and dirtier, but not a bit more
criminal or immoral than the rest of us?

The Melanometer.

The latest reading of the delicate in-
strument which records the ups and
downsa of Mr. BLAck’s political philos-
ophy is found in the following passage
from his speech of Friday night at the
Waldorf-Astoria:

“ We magn!fy our men and minimize our party.
When a cause seeks support because of its candl-
dates and not because of its principles 1t is not far
to the rocks. Men will change, but principles
never, and If they are great enough to die for they
are honorable enough to proclaim.”

Principles, not men; the cause, not the
candidate; magnify the organization and
minimize the leader: such, we under-
stand, are in substance the most recent
outgivings of the political philosopher.

And vet it is only two years and a halfl
since the Hon. FRANK 8. BLACK was mag-
nifying the man and minimizing the
party, exalting the candidate above the
principles, in a memorable speech in
which he said among many other things
of similar import:

“This Is the time when great figures must be
kept in front. If the pressure {s great the material
1o resist it must be granite and fron. Interests so
sacred should be trusted only 1o the care of those
whose power, skill and courage have been tested
and approved, Thers are times when great figures
are hardly less than destiny, when the elements
s0 come together that they select the agent they
will use. Zvents sometimes select the strongest
man, as lightoing goes down the highest rod.”

+ It is one of the professional dutiek—we
cannot say one of the chiefest pleasures

of THE SUN to keep track of the vary-
ing political philosophy of the Hon.
FRANK SWETT BLACK, whose ambition
seems to be to establish himself as the
political philosopher of the occasion.

When a Philadelphia gentleman of the
name of GiasoNs, accompanied only by his
bride, crossed the ocean on La Gascogne a
few daye ago # solitary possession of the
first cabin, we were disposed to imagine
that human heroism had reached its loftiest
and finest manifestation. The bare thought
of those twenty-two stewards of all classes,
to say nothing of other servitors, all acous-
tomed to “tips” of varying severity, lined
up against Gissoxs and depending wholly
upon him for their usual tribute-this
thought filled us with wonder and conster-
nation. We figured GIBBONS to ourselves
spending those six fateful days under the
unwinking observation of 8o vast a retinue
of exXpectants, and it seemed to us that
courage could take no bolder flight, that
nerve could present no attitude more splen-
didly imperturbable.

But this, in the light of later and mere
astounding revelations, fades into pitiable
insignificance. It now appears that Gin-
ponNs, during his last days in Paris, ex-
hibited such romantic, not to say reckless,
intrepidity as to set the town agog and
fairly paralyze the very fieroest boulevards.
We learn that he made a practice of *facing
all challenges to satisfy French honor":

Perhaps Dr. Nxcuoras MunraY BUTLER,
president of Columbia University, has been
misquoted in a statement attributed to

vania and Michigan drew 17,000 of those
who have lost interest in the sport.
—————

PRESIDENT ELIOT ON SPORT.

Deciared to Have Been In Error in His Dis-
cassion of Athletio “Clesnliness.””

,To Tax Epitor op Tux SvN—S§ir: Presl-
dent Charles W. Eliot of Harvard University,
in addressing the Harvard crew of 1908, said
that rowing was a “clean and honorable”
sport and that “thers is only one other sport
in college of which you can sey that, and that
is tennis.”

President Eliot ia one of the fnost acholarly
men in this country and one whose opinion
on any subject is rarely if ever expressed
without careful consideration. 1 think, how-
ever, he is in error when he says that rowing
and tennis are the only sports in college that
are “clean and honorable.” I have yetto see
collegs baseball that isn't clean and honor-
able. T ha'\} yet to see college track games
that sren’t Jean and honorable.

Ninety-nine per cent. of t he football in which
[ have shared and which 1 have watched has
bean clean, and among teams of reputable
colleges it has never in my experience been
dishonorable in the sense that players mali-
ciously vioglated the rules or tried to take an
underhand advantage. Even in the days of
the revolving wedges and mass formations,
in nr:ll ht luni crlot:ntbuoﬂng. ':: plny ru}
generally clean, albeit as desperate physica
encounter as could well be devised gon een
barehanded men.

Rowing is a clean and honorable sport, but
no more so than football. Howing will try
the last sinew and the last ounce of willing-
ness in a man's body. But football means
brawny opposition and personal contact it
Means impun and collision between the ad-
versaries. This alone surely cannot be dis-
honorable and unclean: a chance slugging
match in the heat of contest, a violation of a
prohibitive rule through the tremendous
anxiety a sharp scrimmage develops, do not
condemn the cnnw as a dishonorable and
unclean sport.

Without duparuzmz the Harvard idea of
sport, frankly it seems to me that there is
something ridiculous in President Eliot’ n
declaration that outside of rowing tennis
the onli clean and honorable college nport
Where [ went to college we didn't consider
tennia a college sport; we considerad it a
pastime.  Football may, undnr any rules
any conditions, be rough, but I don't think
there has ever heen a time in its history when
it wasn't as honorable as tennis, and between
respectable teams almost as clean as tennis,
excepl in the literal sense of the word

New York, November 24. 1. O.

The Reversal of the Old lLaw.

To TeE EpiTOR oF THE SUN—Sir: Being
a great admirer of President Roosevelt, his
course regarding the colored soldiers dishon-
orably discharged from. the army has grieved
me beyond measure. The editorial in Tugr
SUN of to~day is especially appropriate to the
situation, and must meet the approval of all
citizens of the republic who believe that a
man is innocent until proved guilty.

It is impossible that the act of the Preai-
dent is to be sanctioned and approved by the
American people, J. WARREN Lawmn.

CoorersTowN, N, Y., November 23.

From the State’s Name Book.

To Tam EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: TAR SN,
which has noted gladly the fact that Joseph Henry
Hrdhcka saved the community from dislocated
maxillaries by changing his fearful surname to Henry
and wondered why a court should permit a man
named Sigmund Neuberger to call himself legally
The Great Lafayette, will no doubt be gratifed to
read that John Comisky, defying popular sentiment
and showing his desire for membership, by name
at least, of a great family, has obtained leave to
be hereafter known to fame and posterity as John
Smith,

But the account was balanced about the same
time by the action of Homer T, Smith in calling
himself with judicial sanction Homer De Anguera.
One is quite prepared to bear that a Sott was dis-
satisfied with his cognomen and removed what
would be an unkind reflection on bis habits and
appetites from the minds of some people by the
addition of a letter which now makes him a name-
sakeof the author of “Waverley™; and we may read
with languld ianterest how Thomas Long Is now
Galtano Longo. We may even applaud the action
of Mr. Wazannegger in becoming a Bowman, but
we must be intensely curlous o know what could
bave moved plain Charles Helsler to burden him-
self for the rest of his life and straln the memory
of his acqualntances with the names [‘ranz Joseph
Carolus Hiussler Van der Burgstai!

Some personk, We are sorry 1o see, are easlly
satished, and others do not regard thelir opportun-
ties as dutles. In proof of this we read that a gen-
tleman named Kiwl was content with his name It
the court would only permit him to take the add!-
tional Christan name of Emile—which the court
did In the most obliging manner—and Mr, Michim
Hirsheusobn avalled himself of the law to no greater
degree than to become Nathan Hirsh,

All these thingsare'told to us In those delightfully
“ghatty”'and entertaining books called the Laws
of New York for 1006, TEXTH Nsw JErsey,

NEw Yomrx, November 24,

Germany’'s Foreign Commere-.

The forelgn commerce of Germany in 1% and
19056 was as Tollows:

Imports,
Marks.
1904 ... .854,500.000 5,315,600,000
1906 7,438,300, 000 5,841,800,000

Practically the export increase. in 1905 Pqunlle'd
the import Increase.

The chief sellers, by percentage, were
1004
14.0
138

F rports,
Marks.

1905,
105
135
147
10.4

Great Britain
"nited States
Russia ... . ne
Austria-Hungary ] ~ 10.7
The chief buyers, by percentage, were
1004
Great Britaln
Austria -Hungary
United States.
Netheriands ..
Switzerland
Russla ..
The “fxzlty"™
ticeable.

of Amrvlcnn (.ermln trade Is uo

Mice m Virginia Capltol,
From the Richmond Times Disputch

Capliol mice have come Into real prominence of
late, and their movements are now the subject of
mueh public interest, After destroylng practically
all the Stale seals in the office of the Secretary of
the Commonwealth, the wise lttle creatures have
discovered new and frultful fields; They have
Invaded the sanctum of the Hon. Davis Bottom,
Superintendent of Public Printing, and are now
feeding upon the record books in his oMce.

These Capltol mice are foxy Nitle creatures,
and the situation has about resolved Itself Into a
question of plactag traps In all the Capltol ofMoces,
and 1L Is helleved such action will result in routing
the entire breed,

Mouse irap venders are mow \vying with one
another In praise of thelr respective wares In the

hope of landing & big contract,

The other day a European who had been
travelling in the West and was on the eve
of sailing for home gave me some of his
American impressions. His tour had4asted

longer than the regulation three
by law to entitle him to
about us, but he intended
this right. In reproducing one
his remarks I shall be giving the
public what it would otherwise lose.
service to
emocracy to
“You

The passing of your home life is generally
recognized and deplored by yourselves, as
I have found on all hands; but sometimes
you wrongly ascribe it to such triffing con-
comitants as the difficulty of getting “help.”

The trouble lies elsewhere. The genuinely
democratio wife and child are natural
solvents of the home. I will not dwell on
the disruptive traits of your women, with
their passion for the club, the divoree court
and other places of amusement; their readi-
ness to assume grass weeds on tours abroad,

and 8o on. The emancipated child is per-
haps a still greater danger. His social
character may be inferred from your anx-
iety to keep him out of existence. Hitherto
you have hardly restricted European immi-
gration, but the immigration of the Amer-
ican infant is being opposed pertinaciously.
A waiter in Omaha—1 quote at hagard from
the numerous data I have collected on this
point—told me that his wife and he were
turning a stone deaf ear to President Roose-
wvelt's sermons, simply because they felt
unequal to the management of even one
child of the prevailing type. An American
poet. prayed recently for some modification
ol‘thh trouble:

‘ *Befors we train ogres the young to devour.

*“I have been assured by several rich
Americans who are rearing their families
in Europe that the sole reason of their
expatriation is fear of democracy on the
hearth. In short, the pitiable birthrate
among Americans, even in most favorable
ciroumstances of vigor, abundance and
elbow room, is due first and foremost to
the democratio family. It is surprising
that your President, especially as he is a
Republican, should have overlooked the
real cause of race suicide. The philosopher
Vauvenargues wrote a century ago:

“I1t instead of dulling the vivacity of children,
parents did their best to Increase the vivacity and
movement of thelr characters, what might we not
expect from a fne, natural temper?

“Vauvenargues may have been a bach-
elor, but he was right in expecting a great
deal. Democracy has done what he asked
of parents, and the fine, matural %emper
answers every anticipation. The unerring
repartee and relentless independence of the
Democratic babe leave him without a rival
in the nurseries of the world. Itis a thou-
sand pities that no domestic interior can
be oconstructed capable of withstanding
the pressure of his genius. If you are com-
pelled to exclude him as an undesirable
alien, the fault does not lie with this ‘fine
flower’ of democracy, but with the fragility
of human institutions.

“May I venture to say that the waiters in
your restaurants and other public resorts
are somewhat deliberate, as a rule, in taking
and exeouting an order? This makes their
subsequent celerity all the more amazing.
When the meal has at last been served,
they stand over one with heads cocked like
terriers at a rat hole, and if you so much
as lay down your knife and fork for an
instant your plate has vanished. I was
quite unable to get a square meal till I had
acquired some practice in parrying these
attacks. The most exhilarating feature
of your young civilization as compared
with the exhausted Old World is not its
wealth-for, after all, no man and no people
can spend more than a limited amount to
any advantage—but its superabundant
energy. ‘St jeunesse savait, si vieillesse
pouvait!" Energy is the most difficult
thing in the world to direct. I believe I
am well within the Hmits of the facts in
stating that many of your business men
are 8o absorbed in piling up fortunes for
their children that they have no time to
make themselves acquainted with their
names.

“Speaking of waiters reminds me of that
very remarkable specialty, the American
bill of fare. It is, of course, the largest
in the world. Its copiousness is not even
approached in the most celebrated restaur-
ants on our side. [ thought at first that
the elaborate document, so rich in ingenious
synonyms, was intended to distract the
guest while waiting for the waiter. After-

ward I discovered the true reason of it.
’On entering an American house I have
seldom failed to perceive a huge dictionary
spread open in a conspicuous position. In
Boston I never failed to perceive one. Other
obeervations confirm the idea that lexi-
cography is one of the ruling passions of
your nation, which was very naturally
the originator of spelling reform. Hence,
also, the multitudinous nomenclature of
your bill of fare. These ‘menus,’ which
are dictionaries in themselves, gratify your
intellectual tastes even more than your
appetites. Besides, there is a pretty touch
of sentiment about them, as in that notice
often hung up before humble restaurants:
‘Like mother used to make it." They must
remind you, no doubt, of the vanished or
vanishing home, with its swivel attachment
and crowded page.” W. A.G.

A Japanese View,

Referriug to the San Francisco Japanese school
troubles, Count Okuma, the eminent Japanese
statesman, says ln the Sun T'rade Journal for No-
vember: “We are controlling our feellng of In-
dignation simply for the reason that the United
States has been the most friendly natlon to us
during the last Bty years, and therefore the self-
controlling spirit of the Japanese prevents us from
expressing our uunpleasant sentiments. Agaln,
1, as an Individual, consider It as only a temporary
disturbance, and 1 belleve my nation will agree
that, after all, the righteousness of the American
people, as a whole, will reader justice to us, In
my opinlon President Roosevelt and his Cabinet
wlll surely render justice to us.”

“Where Is Point an Basque?"
Senator Depew's speech at the Chamber of Commerce
dinner.
Dear Chauncey, Point au Basque Is where you are
Basking In sunlight of a nation’s smiles,
The cupld Platts—bojh Thomas and John R
Are also there through lovely woman's wiles,

A man may smile and smile and yet may be
A Senatwr, provoking loud guffaws

From the enraged clectors forced to see
Two ratuling puppets tinkering its laws

So Point au Basque Is where your laurel wreath
Basks In a nation’s gria that's out of jolnt,

Whose curling lips are shlelding hideous teeth:
So have a care, dear Chauncey, See the Poini?
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Objections te Seme of the Candidates -
‘The One Whe Was Favered.

Kate Douglas Wiggin in Scridbner's Magasine
The falthful' old parson had died afte
thirty years preathing, and perhaps th.
newer methods had begun to creep in, for i©
neemed impossible to sult the two commun. -

tles most interested in the choles,

The Rev, Mr. Davis, for example, was o
apirited preacher, but persisted in keeping
two horses in the parsonage stable, and
exchanging them whenever he could g
faster ones. As a parochial visitor he was
incomparable, dashing from house to houss
with such speed Jhat he could cover the parish
in asingleafternoon. Thissporting tendencr,
which would never have been remarked in 4
Bricish parson, was frowned upon in a New
England village, and Deacon Milliken toki
Mr. Davis, when giving him what he alluded
to as bhis “walking papers,” that they didu's
want the church run by hoss power!

The next candidate pleased Edgewood,
where morning preaching was held, but the
other parish, which had afternoon serviee,
rejected him because he wore a wig—ay
ill matched, crookedly applied wig.

Number three was eloguent, but given ta
gesticulation, and Mrs, Jere Burbank, the
president of the Dorcas society, who sat in
& front pew, said she couldn't bear to ses
a preacher scramble ‘round the pulpit hot
Sundays.

Number four, a genial, bandsome man,
gifted in prayer, was found to be a Democrat,
The congregation was overwhelmingly Rae-
publican in its politios, and perceived some-
thing ludicrous, if not positively blasphemous,
in & Democrat preaching the Gospel (" Ana-
nias and Beelzebub “Il be candidates here,
first thing we know!” exclaimed the outraged
Republican nomines for District Attorney )

Number five had a feeble minded child,
which the hiring committee prophesied would
stand in the parsonage front yard making
talk for the other denominations.

Number six was the Rev. Judson Baxter,
the present incumbent, and he was voted t
be as near perfection as a minister can be in
this finite world. His young wife had a
small income of her own, so the subscription
committes hoped that they might not he
eternally driving over the country to got
somebody’s 50 cents that had been overdus
for eight months, but might take their oner-
ous duties a littla more easily.

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS.

Wik They Finally Cempel Religions Ine
struetion In the Publie Schools”

To T™ax Eprror or THAR SUN-Sir. Tha
experience of Rdisull, who has reached oMca
by being "against the organization” until he
compelled it to make terms with him. the
recent election here, in which Hearst wax
against Murphy until he compelled that
sagacious man to adopt him; and some other
but less conspicuous cases in which the same’
plan was adopted by some “outs”™ in order
to compel the “ins™ to let them also “in.*
impel me to draw attention (0o another case
wherein a resolute and long continued atti-
tude of sloofness has been maintained. [
refer to the school situation in this city.

No one can travel to any extent without
observing & school in close proximity 1o
every Catholic church, or nearly every one,
in this city. 1 think there are nearly a hun-
dred, each with from a few hundred up to
1,600 or 1,800 pupils, Rumor afirms with
considerable emphasis that in these schools
the secular sducation imparted is fully equal
to that imparted by their great rivals, tha
public schools; those who actually conduct
them and who are in an especial manner
charged with thelr defence point with oride
to many examinations for admission to the
civil, military and naval services, where the
graduates of these schools have come out equal
or superior to others.

The sentiment which began and maintains
these schools. although it necessitates a

double school tu h in no nmhoctﬂo to tha
publie schools; wo from
commending it. lt m.n assumes that no
education is complete aves out the
religious element. wy ethics

on the wri of sages
froma_Confucius to an _occa-
sional veiled reference and !hlt
mostly in b mon or . e& l:a
no (!hlm pendgn m citi-

Din tbeir Pd %

ns who
ve even [ Atomb of Iat.a lhn
gn- to the eﬂoct that any person, wh«»ther
holic or not, will ho |‘:rm tted to send his
hildren to t suppose, how-
r, not to the exelu-km of any Catholie
o . on mndmon of paying in one

wa or wotbor. a8 mgo r patrons do.
beerver of levents, and merely
ukin aq on. wﬂl our publio
m ovon it necessary
hno school llo eomnrvlna

t.holr .nm

ndo

mnoot their w0
t und ca
Ne pu Dubite lut |m y ‘5 .3
[Ame can Dr ho:hoo .
r nn nmnum nuuom. Perhaps
on the gro that since this paro-
.nl.chul'{ -nmn has a lly me to be,
nos may be a more or
L.. handicapped b 'ﬂ'éx of fund- there-
fore a fait accom: recog-
nized and a sc ‘L wich has
been enric by many subjects which
rlthtly or wronlly. are ca fads and
;'ri s b y who cannot bé suspected of
o.ullty t.o a public school system mayv
{n prove elastic enough to me blie
fact as in name by not exclu all’who
would wish to put catechism a n igion on
a level with drawing and nature study.
this is written by one who must necessarily
be triondly with the l!mbne school system,
and who is so. un P. GREEN.
Public School 5.
New YORK, November 24,

Japan and the American Cotton Trade.

To TR EDIToR OF TEHR SUN-—Sir: A corre-
spondent In Tum SUN of November 13 lays par-
ticular stress upon the hypothesis that our cottan
trade will greatly suffer as the result of Japanese
children being sent to separate public schools at
San Francisco.

It may be well to remember that Japan, long
before her war was over, had the project In view
of utilizing Manchuria’s fields for the cultivation of
cotton. It was maintalned that this Japanese in
dustry set on foot on Manchurian soll would bring
about a tariff regulation between China and Japan
by which It would be made possible to spin Man-
churian cotton in Japanese factories at home, and
the manufactured goods thence shipped to China
would be made exempt of dyties. This would ball e
outside competition as well as be the means of
securing to Japan the entire cotton trade along ths
lttoral extending from Viadivestok to Singapore,
Neediess to add, the cotton fields in Manchuria wou'd
be a Japanese monopoly.

This is the inclination of the Japsmese mind. 17
the United States loses her cotton trade In the
Fastern Hemisphere It will be for reasons having
nothing whatever to do with Japanese friendsh
or hostility to the United States. CT G

Passaic, N. J., November 23.

7/
Forelgners in China.
From Dally Consular and Trade Reports.

The forelgn population of China In 1906 is es'!-
mated by Consul-General Thomas Sammons of
Newchwang at 46,000, This Includes ¢,4%4 at Hong
kong (Hriush territory), 1,432 at Tsingtau or Kla
chow (German), and 7,608 at Newchwang, but dors
not loclude the balance of Manchuria nor Mon
golla, Ry figuring 20.000 to 30,000 Japanese, as!is
from rallway guards, o southern Manchurla, an!
as many Russians In the north and Mongolia, the
grand total would he more than 100,000 forelgners
1t Is estimated that less than 8,000,000 Chine-c are
livine outside of thelr native land, 75 per con?
whom are aceounted for In Formosa, Slam aod 1#
Malay Peninsula,

| When Boston Is Locked ( p
From the Boston Herald

Secretary of War Willlam H. Tarft has not » L4
high opinion of Boston as & place to have a gor?
time in, judging from his answer 1o an /nviiat
extended by John J. Cadogan, the real cstate 1an
when the eTort was being made 1o arrange for the
nation’s taking over part of Deer Island

“Come down to Boston, "suggested Mr. Cadozan
‘and we'll take you down the harbor, give !
some good fishing and a good dipner, take "
theatre and "

“Then put me to bed.” continued the Scoreia
laughing. "I understand you lock the 1own
11 o'clock.”
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Esxplanation From Histerian Posey "ilsnn

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN - Sir:  Inm) s '
of Jeflerson Davis's early romance, printed in 71
10 sy that (

mont from California under arrest, | mean

say Capt. Mason. by this time a Colonel

Mason s the oMeer who challenged Mr,

Fort Crawlord, but the challenge

the Afair ended. Posry 8 Wiraos
DrxvER, November 18,

was Ignore:




